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What really happened during Barack Obama’s reelection campaign?













Xbox estimates, adjusting for demographics



Romney winning the debate on 3 Oct 2012



The pundits speak

I Karl Rove, Wall Street Journal, 7 Oct: “Mr. Romney’s bounce is significant.”
I Nate Silver, New York Times, 6 Oct: “Mr. Romney has not only improved his own

standing but also taken voters away from Mr. Obama’s column.”



Xbox estimates, adjusting for demographics and partisanship













The blessing of dimensionality

I We learned by looking at 366 questions at once!

I Next, see what happens when you study one question at a time . . .





Choices!

1. Exclusion criteria based on cycle length (3 options)
2. Exclusion criteria based on “How sure are you?” response (2)
3. Cycle day assessment (3)
4. Fertility assessment (4)
5. Relationship status assessment (3)

168 possibilities (after excluding some contradictory combinations)



Living in the multiverse



Living in the multiverse



Interactions and the freshman fallacy

From an email I received:









Statistical errors are reinforced by statistical ideology

I Deterministic thinking
I “Statistical significance”
I “Unbiased estimation”
I “Rigor”





The sociology of junk science

I The problem with peer review is the peers
I What do fraud, sloppy-on-purpose research, and incompetence often have in

common?



The sociology of junk science

I The problem with peer review is the peers
I What do fraud, sloppy-on-purpose research, and incompetence often have in

common?



The sociology of junk science

I The problem with peer review is the peers
I What do fraud, sloppy-on-purpose research, and incompetence often have in

common?



The way forward

I Changing the incentives
I Study effects in context, not in isolation
I Being “Bayesian”



Let us have
the serenity to embrace the variation that we cannot reduce,

the courage to reduce the variation we cannot embrace,
and the wisdom to distinguish one from the other.


